[Dural-cavernous fistulas revealed by bilateral alternating third and sixth nerve palsies].
A 74-year-old male was referred for disequilibrium, associated with right third and sixth nerve palsies observed 2weeks after head trauma with no loss of consciousness. On clinical examination, 4months after the injury, contralateral (left) third and sixth nerve palsies were observed, while ocular motility was now normal on the right side. The remainder of the ophthalmological examination was normal. Upon further history, tinnitus was found to have been present since the trauma, and auscultation of the preauricular area demonstrated a systolic bruit. Cerebral angiogram confirmed the presence of bilateral dural-cavernous fistulas. Clinical features of indirect or dural-cavernous fistulas and therapeutic options proposed in the literature are reviewed.